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ASYLUM SEEKER/REFUGEE GRANT AID BUDGET
GRANT AID CRITERIA

	1. INTRODUCTION


The Asylum Seeker/Refugee Grant Aid Budget is a responsive and flexible fund for community and voluntary projects.  Projects seeking grant aid should be of direct benefit to people seeking asylum or those with refugee status living or working in the Newcastle upon Tyne area and must comply with all the eligibility criteria and at least one of the eight strategic objectives (See Sections 5 and 6).

	2. HOW TO APPLY


· All applications must be made in writing on the Grant Aid Application Form.


Applications received in any other format will not be considered.
· Additional information can be submitted in support of an application.
Application forms can be obtained from:
Julian Whitley, Senior Support Officer, Asylum Seekers Unit, Your Homes Newcastle, YHN House, Benton Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7LX  Telephone 0191 2788620, Fax 0191 2788604, or
email julian.whitley@yhn.org.uk or asylum.unit@yhn.co.uk 

	3. HOW MUCH IS AVAILABLE?


· In total the Grant Aid Budget is £26,000 for the period 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011. 

· Grants awarded will range between £100 and £5000.  Most grant awards will be for under £3000 and only rarely will they exceed this amount. Organisations applying for more than £3000 will be expected to show how they have applied for a contribution to the project from other funding sources. 

	4. DECISION MAKING


Decision making is delegated by the Chief Executive, Your Homes Newcastle, to the Manager, Asylum Seekers Unit, Your Homes Newcastle.  Decisions will be taken within four weeks of receiving all the information required.
	5. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 


To be eligible to receive a grant from the Asylum Seeker/Refugee Grant Aid Budget, projects must meet all of the eligibility criteria listed below as well as meeting at least one of the strategic objectives detailed in Section 6. Failure to do this will mean that a grant will not be approved.

(a) Applications will only be considered from community groups or voluntary organisations which have a written constitution or written aims and objectives, a management committee and bank account held in the name of the group with at least three unrelated cheque signatories. Individuals are not eligible to apply for a grant.
(b) Priority will be given to organisations based within the Newcastle upon Tyne City boundaries for the provision of activities that are of direct benefit to residents of the Newcastle area.  Community and voluntary organisations based outside of the Newcastle area may apply for funding, but only for activities that are of direct benefit to people seeking asylum and those with refugee status living and/or working in Newcastle upon Tyne.

(c) All applications must be capable of demonstrating clearly how they relate to the strategic objectives listed at point 6 of these criteria.

(d) All applications must demonstrate a commitment to and understanding of equal opportunities issues by having adopted an equal opportunities policy.   If the organisation applying for a grant is just setting up then a written commitment to developing a policy will be required.  In these circumstances an equal opportunities policy will need to be provided within the first six months of operation - if this is not forthcoming consideration will be given to withdrawing/recovering any grant aid.
(e) Projects must be politically neutral in character and not involve expenditure for propaganda purposes.
(f) Projects must be appropriate for finance from public funds.

(g) Projects must be capable of demonstrating success in terms of outputs and outcomes, particularly in terms of the numbers of people benefiting as well as how they have benefited.  Organisations receiving a grant will be expected to complete and return a simple monitoring form giving details of how the grant was used, how many people benefited and in what way they benefited.
(h) Projects must not be more appropriate for funding from another source and applications must not be made to replace funding from a statutory source e.g. funding a budget cut from the City Council.
(i) Organisations should be able to provide three names who are able to sign cheques on behalf of the organisation.  These three people should be unrelated.
(j) Organisations applying for more than £3000 will be expected to show how they have applied for a contribution to the project from other funding bodies.

(k) Projects must be able to give a clear indication of community support and involvement.

(l) Applicants must demonstrate a clear time scale for the project to operate within.

(m) Projects must demonstrate good value for money particularly in terms of unit costs.
(n) If purely religious in nature, projects must be able to demonstrate that the proposal has other economic or social benefits.

(o) Applications will not be considered for projects/activities which have already taken place by the time the application form is received by the Asylum Seekers Unit, Your Homes Newcastle.

(p) Applications for trips, fun days, one/two day events and other similar activities will usually not be awarded more than £750.  In exceptional circumstances this amount may be increased but will never exceed £1250. 

(q) Successful applicants will be required to publicise Your Homes Newcastle logo on all publicity material, reports etc. associated with the project.  If you are able to use the logo then please request this from Julian Whitley at the ASU.
(r) Applicants will have to show that they have considered the environmental impact of the project for which they are seeking grant aid.
	6. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES


Projects seeking grant aid must be able to demonstrate that they also meet at least one of the strategic objectives listed below.
1. Promoting education, training and lifelong learning for asylum seekers and refugees.
2. Increasing community safety for asylum seekers and refugees.

3. Tackling racist abuse, harassment and discrimination towards asylum seekers and refugees.

4. Promoting awareness rising around issues relating to asylum seekers and refugees.

5. Developing or improving community resources, services and/or facilities to assist in the settlement of people seeking asylum or with refugee status.

6. Improving health for asylum seekers and refugees.

7. Undertaking research into asylum and refugee issues in Newcastle.

8. Promoting the opportunity for asylum seekers and refugees to take a full and active part in community life including the creation of opportunities for people to meet each other.

	7. NEED MORE HELP?


Anyone needing any help in completing the application form or in understanding the grant aid criteria should contact
Julian Whitley, Senior Support Officer, Asylum Seekers Unit, Your Homes Newcastle, YHN House, Benton Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7LX  Telephone 0191 2788620, Fax 0191 2788604
email julian.whitley@yhn.org.uk
	8. SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION


All applications should be returned to:

Asylum Seekers Unit

YHN House

Benton Park Rd

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE7 7LX

Fax: 0191 2788604, email: asylum.unit@yhn.co.uk
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